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This is a thorough presentatio of the Rosicrucian system of Initiation by Dr. Paul Foster Case. He

explains that Rosicrucianism is based upon earthly organizations, but on personal unflodment, and

clearly describes the distinctive marks of a Rosicrucian. The treatise is divided into two main parts

by Dr. Case. The first is a careful examination and interpretation of the principle Rosicrucian

maneifestos, the Fama Fraternitatis and the Confessio Fraternitatis. The second part is an

explanation of the Rosicrucian Grade system, as applied to the diagram of the Tree of Life and

Tarot attributions. By participating in the outlined procedures, aspirants are put on the right track of

preparing themselves for union with the Higher Self, which may or may not include group work with

an outer order or fraternity. The first editions of 1927, 1928 and 1933 were of limited publication.

THe fourth and most complete expansion of the text by Paul Case ws finished in 1937, revised by

him in 1953 just before his death , and published in hardcover by Weiser in 1985. It represents the

full maturity of his thought on this subject.
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Who were the Rosicrucians? Appearing out of nowhere in 1614, the Rosicrucian fraternity

anonymously published two manifestoes and then went silent. Because of this silence, many

scholars surmised that the Rosicrucian Order was just an elaborate hoax... but the the Rosicrucian

manifestoes undeniably had an immediate and profound impact on the philosophy, science, and

politics of the age. Even unto the Twenty-First Century, Rosicrucian thinking continues to play a

major role in Freemasonry and many other esoteric organizations.Paul Foster Case wrote "The



True and Invisible Rosicrucian Order" because he believed that the original Rosicrucian

manifestoes were written in a sort of Qabalistic short-hand, making them clearly understandable to

those versed in alchemy and Qabala-- and obscuring much of their meaning from the general

reading public. The first portion of Case's book is an exhaustive look at the Rosicrucian

manifestoes, gleaning a treasure-trove of Qabalistic symbolism, numerology, and sacred geometry

from the literal words printed in the documents; the second half of this book presents a series of

highly subjective meditations on Rosicrucian philosophy, using Tarot keys to communicate the

wisdom of the Rosicrucian masters.The first portion of the book, covering the Rosicrucian

manifestoes, is hardly light reading. Case spends page after page delving into the esoteric

significance of the two Rosicrucian documents, reading deeply between the lines for a hint as to

their real meaning. Admittedly, Dr. Case's style is relentlessly analytical, and he writes with a sort of

focused intensity that may not appeal to everyone. Much of this material is difficult to grasp, many of
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